Call for Proposal 
Competitive Research Grants 
Ethiopian Economics Association (EEA)

International Food Policy Research Institute (IFPRI) 

In view of generating information and undertaking critical analysis, the International Food Policy Research Institute (IFPRI) and the Ethiopian Economics Association (EEA) have established a Price Dynamics Information and Analysis Hub. The Hub has constituted a steering committee the members of which are drawn from the National Bank of Ethiopia, Central Statistical Agency, Ethiopian Grain Marketing Enterprise, Ethiopian Chamber of Commerce and Sectoral Association, International Food Policy Research Institute (IFPRI) and the Ethiopian Economics Association (EEA). The Hub has also identified research priority areas and is launching a small research grant scheme to encourage researchers to study major aspects of price dynamics in Ethiopia and contribute to the relevant policy dialogue. 
1. Aims and Grant 
i.  The Competitive Research Grants aims to encourage economic policy-relevant empirical research focusing on price dynamics in Ethiopia by helping reduce the financial constraints researchers may face. 

ii.  The Grants are provided on a competitive basis. Selection for support thus depends on the quality of the proposal and the relevance of the topic to the main theme and sub-themes outlined below. 

iii.  The amount of the grant is about US$3000 per study.
2. The thematic areas of the research are as follows:

i.  The price formation process (for key commodities) – 

· market structure analysis including market players, competition, seasonality, storage (post-harvest losses);

· transaction costs - transportation costs, handling costs, storage costs, other marketing cost, and Marketing margins

ii.  Alternative and /or complementary explanations of price dynamics including fiscal developments and prices; imported inflation; economic growth and inflationary pressures; credit and inflation; price controls – history, theory, impact 

iii.  Impacts of inflation including: demand and supply responses, welfare outcomes and price volatility.
3. Administration

i.  The Steering Committee of the Hub oversees the administration of the scheme;  

ii.  The EEA administers the scheme according to the guidelines developed by the Steering Committee.   
4. Eligibility

All Ethiopian researchers with a Masters degree or higher in Economics, Agricultural Economics, and related fields are eligible for the small grant scheme.
5. Application Procedure

i.  Application form 

All applicants should fill the application form prepared for the purpose and available at the websites of both EEA (http://www.eeaecon.org) and IFPRI (http://essp.ifpri.info/ or  http://www.foodsecurityportal.org/)  
ii.  Proposal
Each application form should be accompanied by a proposal with a maximum of 15-pages in double space.
iii.  Deadline

The deadline for the submission of the proposal is March 10, 2012 at 10:00 AM in soft and hard copies. 
iv.  All applicants, whose proposals are selected, should submit their research papers within three months of the announcement date of the wining proposals.

v.  Accepted research papers will be presented at a workshop
6. Selection Procedure

i.  Criteria

· Winning proposals are selected on the basis of quality and relevance to the above stated thematic areas;

· Proposals with demonstrable need for collecting additional (and/or complementary) primary data are welcome;
· Women researchers are strongly encouraged to apply; 
ii.  The EEA will announce the winners within a month after the application deadline.
7. Address - application forms and proposals can be sent to:

The Ethiopian Economics Association

Demirew Getachew, Head, EEA Secretariat

P. O. Box 34282
Addis Ababa, Ethiopia
Tel: (+251) (6) 45 32 00 
Fax: (+251) (6) 45 30 00
email: eea@ethionet.et, dgetachew@eeaecon.org or demirewget@yahoo.com  

Application Form

1. Full Name: _________________________________________

2. Organization: _________________________________________________

3. Educational Status (attach copies of the credentials): ____________________________________________________________________

4. Title of the Research Proposed:                                       ​​​​​​​​​​______________________________________________________________________

5. An abstract of the research proposal in not more than 200 words (please use a separate page):
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
6. Address:

· P. O. Box: 

_____________________________________

· Telephone:
_____________________________________

· Fax:


_____________________________________

· Email: 

_____________________________________
7. Signature of the Applicant ________________________

8. Date: _____________________________
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